WMI meeting notes
Pingree Park, CO
September 24-27, 2007
Attendees:  Craig Allen, Jill Baron, Lindsey Christensen, Colleen Charles, Henry Diaz, Rich Gwozdz, Jeff Kershner, Christina Lyons-Tinsley, Rebecca Oertel, Dennis Ojima, Greg Pederson, Dave Peterson, Crystal Raymond, Steve Schwarzbach, Mark Shasby, Nate Stephenson, Christina Tague, Phil Van Mantgem, Leigh Welling

The summary of the current phase of WMI was well received and generated considerable discussion on technical issues and opportunities for integration and collaboration.  At the instigation of USGS managers, the discussion expanded quickly to a vision for the next phase of WMI.

USGS managers expressed strong support for WMI and offered to work with the PIs to ensure that it remains the leading climate-change project in USGS-Biology, hopefully at a higher funding level.

The general vision for the next phase of WMI was also well-received.  All participants at the meeting contributed to the development of the vision (see separate file with notes relevant to the next proposal).  Topics that were discussed with respect to the WMI vision include:
· Water availability

· Species of concern, charismatic species

· Habitat and wildlife – where will species be viable in the future?

· Restoration  (including rivers)

· Fire
· Multiple disturbance processes (forest mortality, insects, erosion, pollution, fire)
· Invasive species

· Ecological forecasting

· Consider developing linkages with ecosystems outside of mountains. (not necessarily active research)
· Consider including modes of climatic variability in RHESSys simulations.

All workshop products and publications continue to move forward at various rates.

Next annual report likely due in Feb. 08 (as per Colleen Charles).

Action items:

· Most PIs need to send book information to Dave P. (Craig, Dan, Don, Nate)

· Next WMI meeting will be at Sequoia-Kings Canyon NP in September (Nate will check availability in next few weeks)

· Convene a conference call as soon as the USGS RFP is issued (All)

· Convene bi-monthly conference calls to discuss RHESSys (All)
· Develop a WMI prospectus and fact sheets for marketing (Dave P.)

